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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 9, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CANDICE S. 
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Reverend Mac Hammond, Living 
Word Christian Center, Brooklyn Park, 
MN, offered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, as we gather to-
gether in this historic place, we ask 
Your continued blessing on our coun-
try. Thank You for our divine heritage 
of being one Nation under God and for 
the liberty we enjoy as a result. We 
look to Your word for guidance and 
grace as we pray for each Member of 
this House. I ask You to give them wis-
dom and understanding in every deci-
sion they face, so that Your truth will 
continue to be reflected in our laws. 
During this session, may they be re-
sponsive to Your direction, aware of 
Your grace, and guided by Your pre-
cepts. 

We also ask You to protect, strength-
en and encourage our troops in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and the myriad of other 
places around the world where they are 
courageously protecting and promoting 
our liberty. Lead each Member in Your 
ways, and bless their families as You 
do. 

May Your grace abound to all and 
continually remind each citizen of this 
great country that we are loved by 
You. This we pray in the name which is 
above all names. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR MAC 
HAMMOND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. RAMSTAD) is recognized for 
1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, it is 

my great honor to welcome this morn-
ing’s guest chaplain, Pastor Mac Ham-
mond. Pastor Hammond and his wife, 
Pastor Lynne, who is with us in the 
gallery, are pastors of the Living Word 
Christian Center, a vibrant church in 
the Third Congressional District lo-
cated in Brooklyn Park, MN. 

This is an incredible story. On No-
vember 12, 1980, Mac and Lynne Ham-
mond stood before a gathering of 12 
people in a small meeting room at a 
hotel in Plymouth, Minnesota. On that 
day, Living Word Christian Center was 
born. Today, 25 years later, Living 
Word has grown to an active congrega-
tion of more than 10,000 members. 

Pastor Mac Hammond’s inspiring life 
has spanned several careers, from Air 
Force captain, where he served as a 

pilot, to owner of an air cargo business, 
to gifted minister of the gospel. The 
people of our area, of our State are so 
grateful for Pastor Mac Hammond and 
his ministry to the community. 

The Living Word Christian Center is 
home to a number of important min-
istries that are truly doing the Lord’s 
work here on Earth. Close to my heart, 
the Living Free Recovery Services pro-
gram provides treatment to families 
struggling with the ravages of drug and 
alcohol addiction. Living Word also op-
erates Maranatha Christian Academy 
and Maranatha College, two highly re-
spected, God-centered academic insti-
tutions in our area. 

The church’s Compassion Center 
ministers to inner-city residents, and 
CFAITH provides online missionary 
outreach. 

We are all very grateful, Madam 
Speaker, for these wonderful ministries 
and for the faith, hope, and love 
brought to so many by Pastors Mac 
and Lynne Hammond. As you heard in 
his moving prayer, Pastor Hammond is 
a tremendously gifted speaker and a 
true man of God. 

I knew Mac would offer a truly inspi-
rational prayer this morning, and God 
knows we needed it. Many thanks, Pas-
tor Hammond, for your moving and 
thoughtful prayer and for serving the 
House of Representatives as our guest 
chaplain. 

f 

FISCAL MISMANAGEMENT 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
the Republican fiscal mismanagement 
is so bad, and their budget proposals so 
dreadful, that even the Republican 
Caucus is having difficulty swallowing 
it. Mainstream Republicans do not 
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